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Installation of Permanent Generators to Energize Single Family Homes, 
Duplexes and Townhouses 

 
 

General requirements 

• Completed permit application with the notarized signatures of the property owner and 
qualifying agent. 

• Completed electrical fee sheet for category 38 fee code G012. 

• Site plan indicating location of proposed generator and any associated permanent fuel 
tank(s) with the distances to existing buildings, and to property lines.  

• Plans showing compliance with all the requirements listed below.  A licensed electrical 
contractor shall prepare the electrical plans and a licensed plumbing contractor shall 
prepare the plumbing plans.  The respective qualifiers’ notarized and dated signature 
must appear on all pages.   Alternatively, plans may be prepared, signed, sealed and 
dated by a professional engineer or a registered architect. 

 

    

Department of Planning and Zoning Requirements 

    

• Only generators fueled by propane or natural gas, not exceeding five (5) feet in height 
from finished grade to the top of the generator are allowed for permanent installation.   

• The location of the generator shall meet the following setbacks: 
1. Front – behind the front building line 
2. Rear – five (5) feet 
3. Interior side – three (3) feet 
4. Side Street – behind the side street building line, unless completely screened 

from view by a wall or hedge.  In no event shall a permanent installed generator 
be placed closer than ten (10) feet to the side street property line. 

5. No space required between the principal building and the generator.       

    

Building Department Requirements 
 
Electrical  

• Location of electrical panel and transfer switch on site plan. 

• Gas pipe bonding per National Electrical Code (NEC) 250.104(B) 

• Connection between the generator frame and ground rod 

• Generator specifications.  Connected load, size of conduit, conductors, over current 
protection devices and switches. Generator one line diagram. 

• Identify transfer switching as ‘not separately derived’. 
 
Mechanical  

• Location of the generator exhaust with respect to exterior wall openings in the building. 
The generator exhaust shall be located 10 feet away from wall openings such as 
windows, doors, exhaust fans, appliance vents, etc. in accordance with the 
requirements of the Florida Residential Code, section R1602.2  
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Building Department Requirements (cont.) 
 
Plumbing/Gas  

• When the source of fuel is natural gas, location of natural gas meter on site plan. 

• When the source of fuel is propane gas, containers shall be located 10 feet away from 
possible sources of ignition (air conditioned units, power switch, etc).  Propane gas 
containers of 125 gals or less have no restriction with respect to separation distance to 
other containers, property lines or building lines.  Larger containers shall comply with 
the minimum separation distances established by   Tables 6.3.1, 6.4.2, and 6.4.5.8 and 
sections 6.3.2 through 6.3.12 of National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 58.    

• Location of water, sewer, well, and interceptors on site plan to verify that the proposed 
generator location is not in conflict with these systems. 

• Gas piping diagram shall include the following information: 
1. Isometric of piping layout. 
2. Longest run of gas pipe (from source to farthest outlet). 
3. Pipe sizes(s). 
4. Appliance(s) BTU output. 
5. Type of materials used-gas table used from minimum sizing 

 
Structural (Generator Pads) 

• Generator pad size, thickness (minimum 6 inches) and reinforcement 

• Generator anchoring detail as per manufacture’s recommendation 
               

 
Department of Environmental Resource Management (DERM)  

• Provide the elevation of the generator pad.  The required elevation is the Base Flood 
Elevation or the Crown of Road/County Flood Criteria plus 8 inches; whichever is highest 
(Chapter 11C-3(m) M.D.C.C).   This information may be provided by way of a copy of the 
survey showing the elevations of the property or by way of a copy of the property’s 
elevation certificate.  Contact the Microfilm Section of the Building Department at (786) 
315-2340 for possible availability of a site plan or survey of the property in County records.  
For houses built after 1995, contact the DERM Floodplain Management Program at (786) 
315-2847 for the availability of the elevation certificate or visit the DERM Elevation 
Certificate Web page 
(http://www.miamidade.gov/derm/Water/stormwater_flood_protection.asp).    

 

    

Public Works Department  

• When the generator’s proposed location is within an easement, the Public Works 
Department reviews the application for compliance with Standard Detail G 2.2.   
Generator pads are treated the same as FPL transformer pads. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 


